A is for A. They were probably all worried, but OECD Chief Economist and Deputy Secretary-General Pier Carlo Padoan mentioned sovereign default as one of the downside risks in a particularly gloomy Economic Outlook at the end of 2011. 
B is for Bullets. The Economist explained to the world’s magazine-reading elite that microcredit is not “intrinsically harmful”, but that it isn’t a magic bullet either, whose magic comes from being intrinsically beneficial. 
C is for conflict. Peter Tosh didn’t want no peace, he wanted “equal rights and justice”. The Monrovia Roadmap for getting fragile states moving towards development doesn’t entirely agree, in fact it would like peace and a functioning state first before moving on to the rest, but he has a point, for reasons explained here 
D is for Diarrhoea. Baboons can spread intestinal parasites to humans. Kill all the leopards, and the baboons flourish, and their diseases with them. Killing animals at the top of the food chain has many unintended consequences, few if any of them desirable. 
E is for Epistemology. We’re blushing modestly as we give the answer to this one. According to Aynsley Kellow and Peter Carroll, authors of The OECD: A Study in Organisational Adaptation, the OECD has evolved from a kind of “economic NATO” to an epistemic influence. 
F is for Forecasts. Unfortunately for HES, and almost everybody else, 1930 wouldn’t see things getting better. The newsletter itself went bankrupt shortly after publishing this cheery forecast as the Great Depression got underway. By the way, if you’d like to know who was forecasting 3% growth for the first half of 2011, take a look here.
G is for Twenty. At the G20 meeting in Paris in June 2011, the OECD and FAO proposed an Agricultural Market Information System and a Rapid Response Forum to improve international coordination of government responses to food emergencies. Still no silver bullet I’m afraid.
H is for Happiness. Little Britons are the glummest. The reason seems to be that British parents give in more easily to their offspring’s innocent avarice, but don’t spend as much time with their children, and the kids don’t get to play outside as much as their luckier counterparts in Spain or Sweden for example. 
I is for Investment. Around $48 billion needs to be invested each year to provide access by 2030 to electricity for the 1.3 billion people who don’t have it. That’s only around 3% of total energy investment to 2030 according to the IEA’s latest World Energy Outlook 
J is for Joybubbles. At the age of seven, Joybubbles discovered how to make free phone calls and wreak havoc in the telecoms network by whistling into the mouthpiece. He later created a group of “phreaks” like himself, and hacking was born. 
K is for kissing. I wouldn’t advise kissing several of these, but L. Emmett Holt’s Care and Feeding of Children explained that: “Babies under six months old should never be played with, and of kissing the less the better”. More useful advice here. http://oecdinsights.org/2011/10/31/of-kissing-the-less-the-better/
L is for Luddites. In Shirley, Charlotte Brontë describes how changes in working practices and economic conditions left thousands of people “without legitimate means of sustaining life” and how “misery generates hate”.   
M is for Melancholy. Hah! Trick question. According to Robert Burton’s 1621 Anatomy of Melancholy, you can catch it from all of these, and more. Find out how to avoid the black bile here.
N is for Nobel. In July 2011, Elinor Ostrom came to the OECD and explained to us why fishermen tie bows on baskets and why self-organisation by users is often the efficient form of resources management.  
O is for the OECD. All of these, and more! The ingredients used in cosmetics for instance are tested on animals using a protocol we developed to replace the previous one that led to half the test animals being killed. 
P is for Protection. Declined. The 2011 OECD Science, Technology and Industry Scoreboard warns that the rush to protect even minor improvements in products or services is overburdening patent offices, blocking true innovations and reducing the potential for breakthroughs. 
Q is for Quality. The BLI contains 11 topics at present, but mobility isn’t one of them, either in the sense “access to transport” or social mobility. New topics will be added though, and we’d be interested to hear your suggestions and to see what you think contributes most to well-being. 
R is for Ricardo. When challenged by mathematician Stanislaw Ulam to name one social science proposition that was both true and non-trivial., Nobel economics laureate Paul Samuelson nominated comparative advantage. 
S is for Sex. As England entered the Swinging Sixties, chief prosecutor in the Chatterley trial Mervyn Griffith-Jones still had the legs of his piano covered up to avoid shocking the weaker sex. He actually asked the jury if “they would let their wife or servants read” this kind of book. Read the post, if you dare, to see where the “black soul” answer comes from.  
T is for Titles. If you’d like to write something on “Dracula, Prince of shopping”, go ahead. We couldn’t get past the first four words.
U is for Unfair. In Economic Sophisms, the 19th century French economist Frédéric Bastiat wrote a petition from candlemakers asking parliament to ban sunlight, to protect the country from being flooded by cheap foreign imports. He also had interesting things to say about negative railroads and broken windows.
V is for Violence. On current trends, road traffic crashes will kill around 1.9 million people a year by 2020 and injure 20-50 million more. You can see why the UN launched a Decade of Action for Road Safety.
W is for the Weekend. Science is a slow, patient search for fundamental truths, and while some of the other answers may be correct, all those millions of tweets show that people have a long lie at the weekend. 
X is for the Higgs boson field Joyce’s grandson, and literary executor, Stephen, actually did work at the OECD, but Murray Gell-Mann who coined the term “quark” was going to call the particle “quork” until he came across “Three quarks for Muster Mark” in Finnegans Wake and liked the sound of it better. 

Y is for Youth. Murdered. Youth worldwide are more vulnerable than adults to a number of threats such as unemployment (twice as likely) but they are also worse off than younger children in many respects too, for instance education, with global net attendance  for secondary school roughly one third lower than for  primary school.
Z is for ZZZ.  I’m falling asleep myself. Here’s the answer. 
Tiebreaker The elusive Higgs boson has showed up where it was least expected.
Your score

Rather than an old-fashioned, complex-inducing approach that asks you to add up how many correct answers you got, everyone’s a winner with the Insights quiz, but a different kind of winner depending on your score. To find out how you did, add up the number of A, B, C, and D answers you gave:

Mainly As: You win.
Mainly Bs: So do you.
Mainly Cs: Well done!
Mainly Ds: Actually, none of the correct answers is D, but don’t worry, you’ve got a nice personality.
