
 What did Queen Elizabeth have for her 80th  birthday dinner, and why couldn’t she have it 
for her 81st? Irish salmon. The farm they came from was wiped out in an attack by jellyfish 
normally found in the Mediterranrean. http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/agriculture-and-
food/fisheries/sea-of-troubles_9789264079915-4-en 

 

 What was a wondyrchurm, and what did the government decide to do about it? A new 
fishing gear, described in a complaint to the English parliament in 1376. Its mesh was so 
small, no fish could escape it “to the great damage of the whole commons of the kingdom, 
and the destruction of the fisheries.” The government set up a commission. 
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/agriculture-and-food/fisheries/sea-of-
troubles_9789264079915-4-en 

 

 Why was Prohibition good for gangsters and bad for fishers? The gangsters became rich, but 
herring fishers lost a market selling salty fish to saloons to make the customers thirsty.  
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/agriculture-and-food/fisheries/selling-the-seven-
seas_9789264079915-6-en 

 

 When was the first fishing legislation enacted? Sumerian and Babylonian writings from 5000 
BC include texts dealing with fishing rights. http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/agriculture-and-
food/fisheries/a-hundred-thousand-years-of-fishing_9789264079915-2-en 

 

 Who invented fish and chips? Nobody really knows. Fish and chips first became popular 
among the British industrial working class,  but fried fish was popular in Portugal, thanks to 
the boats that fished off Newfoundland from the 15th century. http://www.oecd-
ilibrary.org/agriculture-and-food/fisheries/selling-the-seven-seas_9789264079915-6-en 

 

 How did an amateur taxidermist change the global food industry? Clarence Birdseye, 
taxidermist and trapper, invented a way of freezing fish, and pioneered many marketing 
innovations too. http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/agriculture-and-food/fisheries/selling-the-
seven-seas_9789264079915-6-en 

 

 Whose contract says they can’t keep their appendix? Chinese fishers from Yongchuan County 
in Sichuan province had to agree to have their appendix removed before going to sea and to 
pay $47 for the operation themselves.  http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/agriculture-and-
food/fisheries/pirate-fishing_9789264079915-5-en 

 

 How much is a trawlerful of fish worth? Some catches can be worth millions of dollars. 
Whose contract says they can’t keep their appendix?  http://www.oecd-
ilibrary.org/agriculture-and-food/fisheries/pirate-fishing_9789264079915-5-en 

 

 What does ghost fishing catch? Nets lost or dumped at sea can snag on rocks or the sea bed 
and continue to fish until they are destroyed.  http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/agriculture-and-
food/fisheries/pirate-fishing_9789264079915-5-en 
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